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which flowed along the path I was taking. And then
I thought that Love called me and said to me these
words : c I come from that lady who was so long thy
surety; for the matter of whose return, I know that it
may not be. Wherefore I have taken that heart which
I made thee leave with her, and do bear it unto another
lady, who, as she was, shall be thy surety ; ' (and when
he named her I knew her well.) 4 And of these words
I have spoken if thou shouldst speak any again, let it
be in such sort as that none shall perceive thereby that
thy love was feigned for her, which thou must now
feign for another.' And when he had spoken thus, all
my imagining was gone suddenly, for it seemed to me
that Love became a part of myself : so that, changed
as it were in mine aspect, I rode on full of thought the
whole of that day, and with heavy sighing. And the
day being over, I wrote this sonnet :—
A day agone, as I rode sullenly
Upon a certain path that liked me not,
I met Love midway while the air was hot,
Clothed lightly as a wayfarer might be.
And for the cheer he showed, he seemed to me
As one who hath lost lordship he had got ;
Advancing tow'rds me full of sorrowful thought,
Bowing his forehead so that none should see.
Then as I went, he called me by my name,
Saying : 4I journey since the morn was dim
Thence where I made thy h^art to be: which now
I needs must bear unto ano her dame/
Wherewith so much passed into me of him
That he was gone, and I discerned not how.
This sonnet has three parts. In the first 'part, I tell how
I met Love, and of his aspect. In the second, I tell what
he said to me, although not in full, through the fear I had
of discovering my secret. In the third, I say how he
disappeared. The second part commences here, * Then as
I went ; * the third here, 4 Wherewith so much*
On my return, I set myself to seek out that* lady
whom my master had named to me while I journeyed

